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cestral form of historic man, whose skeleton has not yet been 
discovered, but who has made himself known to us in the clear- 
est manner by his works. A number of flints were exhibited 
from the strata in question which had been intentionally chipped 
and exposed to fire. 

It appears that M. Mortillet carried his audience along with 
him, for after a long discussion the almost unanimous opinion 
was expressed, " that after this meeting and discussion at Greno- 
ble, there can no longer be a doubt of the existence in the Ter- 
tiary period of an ancestral form of man !" 

It is to be doubted, however, whether the slight amount of evi- 
dence which leaves no doubt in the minds of the French anthro- 
pologists will be altogether satisfactory to some of the doubting 
Thomases in this line of study. We shall want to examine the 
skull and bones, and other more conclusive evidences of human 
or semihuman art than those as yet discovered. Until then the 
truly cautious and scientific mind will hold itself in suspense. 

The desirability of State aid to scientific research is not 



only deducible from the importance of the exposition of the 
economic resources of a country, but from the necessity of 
sustaining its educational interests and progress. It is well- 
known that some branches of scientific research are too expen- 
sive to be carried on by private individuals, excepting those 
of the greatest wealth, and that such persons are very rarely in- 
terested in science. Our neighbors of the Republic of Mexico are 
following in our own footsteps, in this respect, in the establishment 
of a Comision Cientifica. This body is composed of the most 
learned men selected from all parts of the country, and is under 
the presidency of Dr. Fernando Ferrari- Perez of Puebla. Its 
object is research in every department of human knowledge. It 
is making extensive collections of all the natural products of the 
country, and will be, as we anticipate, of great advantage to the 
best interests of Mexico. 
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— This memoir is designed rather as a general 'review than a re- 
vision of our fossil oysters, and is addressed to the general reader. 
The oldest oysters, as is well known, occur in the Carboniferous 
rocks and belong to the genus Ostrea; while Exogyra and 
Gryphasa are of Jurassic age, but culminated with the genuine 
oysters in the Cretaceous period ; the family abounded more in 
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the Tertiary than the present age. It is melancholy to think 
what multitudes o'f these delicious bivalves lived and died, from a 
gastronomical point of view, in vain, with no human beings to 
appreciate them, unless Mortillet's Tertiary ape-man preferred 
oysters to tender roasts of his own species, for Dr. White assures 
us that the Mesozoic oyster was as good eating as those of the 
present day. 
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